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Association in the Punjab, in December 1914"

This was the real fountain-head of all Sir Ganga
Ram's charities. To it he never grudged any money
that was asked and he regarded it as his sacred duty
in life to wash away the tears of the distressed, and
give them a happier life.

** Our first act," he says, " was to collect all
available literature on the subject We found that
we had the sympathy of the Government, because,,
as early as 1856, a Widow Remarriage Act was
passed. We had the support, too, of the Shastric
authority of the late Pandit Iswara Chandra Vidya-
sagar, C.I.E. who, though coming from Bengal, the*
centre of Hindu orthodoxy, fearlessly advocated the-
remarriage of Hindu widows."

The first committee consisted of Sir Ganga Ram-
as Chairman, Babu Abinash Chandar Majumdar as
Secretary, Rai Bahadur Bishan Das, Rai Bahadur
Kanwar Sen, Lala Shiv Dyal, M.A., Retired Inspector
of Schools, and Lala Lajpat Rai Sahni as Assistant
Secretary. It was in this way that the scheme of
a charity trust took birth. For the carrying on of the-
work, he handed over to the Association a building in
Gowal Mandi, Lahore, bringing an average rent of
Rs. 92 per month. The Committee was regular in
its meetings, and each member of the Committee-
took the deepest interest in his work. Their ambi--
tion at that stage was to register a marriage a day:
this became their slogan.

There was an understanding that if the building?